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the name of Kurman Jodh Bikrum Sah, and who,
by   his influence with the regent-mother, suc-
ceeded in introducing himself to a large share
in  the government-   The Raja was still in his
minority when the war broke out with the British;
and the power of the state was in the hands
of arf aristocracy, composed of the highest military
officers, with whom were associated some of the
Raja's   distant relations,   and some Brahmins.
The Panres, or Pandees, were at the head of
the faction which had expelled Run Buhadur, in
1800, but on that chief's return, they were for the
most part cut off or expatriated; and since then
the Thapas had acquired   the   paramount au-
thority.   Bheem Sein Thapa, who assumed and
still uses the English title of General, had the
principal conduct of affairs at the capital.   He
was the son of a chief named Kajee Umur Singh *
Thapa, governor of Palpa on the Gourufchpoor
frontier, and who died in October 1814.

All the territory held by the Goorkhas west of the
Gogra fyad been acquired within the last fifteen
years, by the arms of another Umur Singh Thapa J
who, having been for many years at the head of a
successful army* had clothed himself with a; power,
which the' nationality of his troops and his own
patriotism alone prevented him from making
independent. The terms on which he stood to-
wards those who conducted affairs at Katmandoo,